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Elephants Teeth, but several excellent Fruits and Roots for the Use of
the Inhabitants, and Strangers who call there for Refreshments. The
Malacca Pine-apple is accounted the best in the World, for in other Parts,
if they are eaten to a small Excess, they are apt to give Surfeits, but those
of Malacca never offend the Stomach. The Mangostane is a delicious Fiuit,
almost in the Shape of an Apple, the Skin is thick and red, being dried
it is a good Astringent. The Kernels (if I may so call them) are like
Gloves of Garlick, of a very agreeable Taste, but very cold. The Rambostan
is a Fruit about the Bigness of a Walnut, with a tough Skin, beset with
Gapillaments, within the Skin is a very savoury Pulp. The Dutean is
another excellent Fruit, but offensive to some Peoples Noses, for it smells
very like human Excrements, but when once tasted, the Smell vanishes.
The Skin is thick and yellow, and within is a Pulp like thick Cream in
Colour and Consistence, but more delicious in Taste. The Pulp or Meat
is very hot and nourishing, and instead of surfeiting, they fortifie the
Stomach, and are a great Incentive to Wantonness. They have Cocoa-
nuts in Plenty, and some grow in Marishes that are overflown with the
Sea in Spring-tides. Their Liquor and Kernel partake of the Qualities of
the Ground they grow in, being exceeding Salt. I never saw any Cocoa-
nuts grow in Salt Grounds but there, and some are so large that the Shell
will hold more than an English Quart Pot. They have also Plenty of
Lemons, Oranges, Limes, Sugar-canes, and Mangoes. They have a Species
of Mango, called by the Dutch a Stinker, which is very offensive both to the
Smell and Taste, and consequently of little Use. There is little Corn or
Pulse grows in this Country but what is nourisht in Gardens.

Sheep and Bullocks are scarce and dear, but Swines Flesh, Poultry,
and Fish pretty plentiful, and reasonably cheap, considering it is a Dutch
Colony, whose excessive Taxes make every Thing dear, and discourage
the Poor from improving, since Poverty secures them from farther Oppres-
sion. Their Corn comes all from Java, Siam, or Cambodia, but the Freight
makes it come out dear to what it is in other Places, whose native Ground
produces it.

I will pass by their Court of Justice, because it hardly deserves the Name,
since Strangers are excluded from the common Laws of Humanity,
wherein I am able to give many Instances, but I voluntarily pass by
Particularities till another Time.

There is a very high Mountain to the North-eastward of Malacca, that
sends forth several Rivers, of which that of Malacca is one, and all of them
have small Quantities of Gold Dust found in their Chanels. The inland
Inhabitants called Monacaboes, are a barbarous savage People, whose